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Leida is a national Dutch and has a background in cultural anthropology with more than 30 years of experience in international development cooperation and sustainability. For many years, she facilitated and coordinated the global NGO community to realise their active engagement in United Nations processes on Sustainable Development (Rio Process) and Environment (UNEA-Nairobi). She is owner of the consultancy “Leapfrog2SD” helping CSOs to integrate systemic and holistic thinking into their long term strategies.
She is expert in environmental justice and system change thinking towards sustainability. She initiated a broad EU alliance of civil society organisations SDG Watch Europe and is member of the Steering Group. As representative for this alliance she was also member of the EU Multi Stakeholder Platform on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, chaired by EU Vice President Frans Timmermans (2019).
Leida was also coordinator of an international think tank on ecological debt and environmental justice. She is full member of the Club of Rome, EU Chapter. She is member of the advisory committee of Future Earth (international think tank) and member of the SSCP group, working on macro economics. She is board member of Health Care Without Harm, an alliance to transform healthcare worldwide so that it reduces its environmental footprint, becomes a community anchor for sustainability and a leader in the global movement for environmental health and justice. She always combined scientific research work, activists’ approaches, field experiences and policy work. She wrote many articles and chapters of books on strong sustainability and speaks Dutch, English and Spanish.
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